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pedigree, adding only a thin veneer of Russian content to a largely
Western-style publication. By contrast, Andrei has, if anything,
intensified its preoccupation with “Russianness,” treating Russian
and Soviet history as a treasure trove of erotic nationalism. A six-
page feature in the sixth issue shows supposedly American porn
models surrounded by the props of the Russian/Soviet space
program; the magazine thus compensates for “importing” exotic
American beauties by stressing the accomplishments of one of the
few areas of Russian industry that could still be the source of
unequivocal pride. In the following issue an ad by Upjohn makes
the rather obvious connection between the launch of a rocket and
male sexual response: an injectible medicine for impotence is
advertised with a picture of a syringe-like rocket blasting off into
space. In the space pictorial, the English-speaking models are quoted
as pronouncing only one Russian word throughout the entire shoot:
‘Jessica, Kelly, and Christie responded to the idea of a spaceflight
enthusiastically. ‘Ga-ga-rin!” they laughed, stretching the costumes of
Soviet superheroes (super-geroev) over their American breasts”
(Kondakov 1995: 10). And in a feature suggested by Vasilii
Aksenov, but clearly inspired by Playboy’s “Girls of the Big Ten,” the
cover section of the seventh issue features “Devushki MGU” (The
Girls of MGU), in which the magazine offers photographs of one
naked woman from each of Moscow University’s departments.
Magazines like Andrei, whose basic economic task is to sell
sexual images of Russian women to Russian men, ultimately return
to some of the fundamental questions of sexual discourse in Russia
today: how are sex and the marketplace to be reconciled? If sexual
metaphors characterize the “free exchange of goods and ideas”
between Russian and the West (the source of both the marketplace
in general and the very genres of pornography and soft-core
tiiffation), how can the anxieties provoked by the commercialization
of sex—the incursions on privacy, the threat of foreign wealth and
potency—be allayed? Andrei points the way by thematizing those
anxieties themselves, continually revisiting them in a light-hearted
manner. The seventh issue of Andrei includes a feature that
incorporates exotic locales while turning the threat of the “export”
of Russian women into the stuff of comedy: a blonde model is
photographed in various locales (and various stages of undress) in
Cairo and the Egyptian desert, under the heading “Sto verbliudov
za russkuiu baryshniu” (One hundred camels for a Russian girl).
Capitalist exchange is replaced by Eastern barter, and the Russians
gitl’s price, for once, is anything but practical (“We sent... the camels
on their way to a friend in Tashkent. Will they get there?”) (Veitsler
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1995: 50). The photospread depends on a sense of mutual exoticism,
as well as a broad parody of cross-cultural kitsch; in the corner of
a full-page photo of a naked Russian woman on a camel is a fully-
clothed Arab woman on a tractor, The contrast between the
“backwards” camel and the “progressive” tractor is a cliche of Soviet
Socialist Realist tales of the struggle to civilize the nomads of Central
Asia, but where the USSR brought communism, dndre; brings
sexual liberation. The caption reads:

Kypitar aas myacann [IPMBETCTBOBAAN HEMHOINE OCBOBOAMBILIMECH Mol
uunet ¢ Bocroka. B xavecrse coansaprocTH ¢ aweit Sopr6oit 3a kpacory
TEAA OAMA M3 HHX aawke 3abparace na TPaKTOpP — CHMBOA Nporpecca.

{Veitsler 1995: 49),

A few emancipated women of the East welcomed the magazine for men.
Out of solidarity with our struggle for the beauty of the body, one of themn
even climbed up onto a tractor—the symbol of progress.

The Eastern locale allows Russia to take on a missionary role
familiar from the days of communist internationalism, at the same
time displacing cross-cultural anxieties by tumning Russia into the
source of sexual “export.” Here Russia gets to be the West, raising
the sexual question in a mysterious, repressed East.

The implicit ideological agenda of Andrei is to compensate for
the trauma of the nation’s fall from the status of a world power,
especially to the extent that this humiliation is felt by the individual
Russian man. The demons of the recent past are to be exorcised
through sex. Hence a two-page spread in the seventh issue features
semi-nude women in SS costumes against the backdrop of the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, thus reinterpreting a national
tragedy in terms of sadomasochistic games. The cover feature for the
third issue (1992) is a woman holding an automatic assault weapon
and a grenade as she poses clad in nothing but an army helmet and
dogtags; this section, entitled “Konversiia” (Conversion), addresses
the shock and dislocation entailed by the process of refitting the
country’s huge military-industrial complex for a new market
economy. Aleksei Veitsler, the section’s author, supplies the reader
with photographs of the naked and busty Natalia Sergeeva,
purported to be an officer in the Russian army. A life in the army
has not prevented her from retaining the “traits of a real woman.”
Unequaled with both rifle and frying pan, Natalia realizes that it is
time for her to leave the army. Her decision combines the personal
and the political, in that she recognizes the exigencies of a post-Cold-
War world while heeding the sound of her biological clock (“I want
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